Harding Memorial Integrated Primary School

105 Cregagh Road
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Principal: S Cumper
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Tuesday 18" February 2025

Dear Parent/Guardian
Harding Memorial will be celebrating World Book Day on Monday 3" March 2025

https:/ /www.worldbookday.com/families/

World Book Day was created by UNESCO on 23rd April 1995 as a worldwide celebration of books
and reading. World Book Day is marked in over 100 countries around the globe. The first World
Book Day in the UK and Ireland took place in 1997 and its aim was to encourage young people to
discover the pleasure of reading. In Harding Memorial Integrated Primary School we
continually aim to promote reading for pleasure.

Harding Memorial are celebrating World Book Day on Friday 7** March. We will be running our
own Book Fair where children will be able to buy books. In school the children are being taught to
be environmentally friendly and reuse items to prevent waste and protect our planet. Therefore, to
show the children what this means in practise we are asking parents to send in any good quality
books that your children no longer use so that we can stock our Book Fair.

Please start bringing your book donations into school from Wednesday 26t February. You can send
book donations up until Tuesday 4% March. Please ensure the books you donate are suitable for
primary school aged children.

On Friday 7™ March, each class will have the opportunity to attend the Book Fair and purchase
books. The books will cost £1 each.

To buy a £1 token for the book fair, please go to the School Shop section of the Eduspot School
Money App and purchase as many £1 tokens as you like. Please be aware there will be no refunds
if your child does not use the tokens. All proceeds from the tokens purchased will go towards school
fund. School Money will be open to buy book tokens on Tuesday 4 March.

Friday 7% March will be a non-uniform day in school. Children may dress up as book characters if
they wish but we are not officially dressing up this year.

Primary 1 — Primary 6 Parent/Teacher Interview Week

Harding Memorial Integrated Primary School always seeks to inform and involve parents as much
as possible in the education of their children. In line with this objective a second set of P1 — P6
Parent/Teacher interviews will take place in the week commencing Monday 10* March 2025.

> All Primary 1 - Primary 7 pupils will finish school early from Monday 10" March to
Friday 14" March 2025 in order to facilitate Parent Teacher Interview meetings.



https://www.worldbookday.com/families/

> All P1 - P7 pupils will finish school at 1.00pm during that week.

Please ensure any child requiring adult supervision after school is collected promptly at this time.
Thank you in anticipation of your co-operation in this matter. Further details about individual
Parent/Teacher Interview times will be distributed to each Parent/Guardian via their child/children
in due course. We hope that all Parents/Guardians will be able to participate in these important
interviews which are intended to be a two-way exchange of information and guidance between
Home and School so that together we can more effectively support your child’s learning.

We would like to remind all School Stakeholders that the information within
. ° the Highway Code — Section Road Users requiring extra care” (204 to 225)
Q \N states: Near Schools - Drive slowly and be particularly aware of young cyclists
I I‘l =\‘\\ and pedestrians. In some places, there may be flashing amber signal below the
‘School” warning sign which tells you that there may be children crossing the
road ahead. Drive very slowly until you are clear of the area.

Also all motorists should be aware of section 210, which states; “You MUST
stop when a School Patrol shows a ‘Stop For Children’ sign.”

Road safety

> Please note that there may be occasions when the Harding Memorial
Integrated Primary School Road Crossing Patrol Personnel will be
unavailable. In such circumstances School will endeavour to send out a
Text Message to all P1 - P7 Parent/Guardians well in advance of any
such absence. However this may not always be possible.

> It should be noted that the ultimate responsibility for a child travelling
to and from school safely lies with each individual Parent/Guardian.

Positive Behaviour Scheme - Harding Hero for Honesty

The “Harding Hero” Scheme is used to reinforce and promote Positive Behaviour amongst all the
pupils at our school. The aim of this scheme is to create an atmosphere in which the pupils are
encouraged to develop a sense of self-esteem and an awareness of the needs of others. At the end
of each behaviour theme period a pupil from Primary 1 to Primary 7 will receive a behaviour
certificate which will be displayed on the Harding Hero Noticeboard. The theme for the current
Harding Hero Scheme is Honesty which we can by demonstrated by Being truthful to others,
Returning things that belong to other people, Being someone people can trust &
Showing honesty with your work. We hope that all parents will assist us in the project by
reinforcing the importance of children demonstrating Honesty both inside and outside out of
Harding Memorial Integrated Primary School.

Extra-Curricular Activities and After School Clubs

In Harding Memorial Integrated Primary School we aim to give our pupils the opportunity to
further and widen their interests and once again in Term 2 we have offered our children an
extensive range of After School activities. These clubs form an important part of our extended
school life and are only possible because of the support of the various External Organisations
associated with our school. In endeavouring to ensure the safety of our children it is important that
Parent/Guardians are aware of the finishing times for all these after school activities and that




arrangements are particularly clear for the collection of our youngest pupils at the end of After
School Activities.

> We would hope that all Parent/Guardians would be aware of the
necessity to be punctual for P2 & P3 Pupil Pick Up Times as these pupils
will not be dismissed until an appropriate adult arrives at 3.00pm.

» We have noticed that there have been a number of occasions during Term 2 when there has
been a significant delay by a Parent/Guardian prior to their collection of a child/children who
has previously attended the 2.00pm — 3.00pm After School Club Session.

> Please note that the After School Club Coaches have another club commitment from 3.00pm
—4.00pm and it is very important that children are collected promptly especially at 3.00pm

Pupil Attendance and Lateness

It is very important that each child arrives in school on time. When pupils arrive late it can make
things difficult for everyone. The teacher has to stop and wait for the latecomer to settle down and
the rest of the class is disrupted. The latecomer who misses the first part of the day often feels
uncomfortable and embarrassed. Perhaps even more importantly, they miss the opportunity to play
and socialise with their friends in the playground prior to the commencement of school. We
understand that all families will occasionally face situations which make it difficult for their
children to arrive on time (eg sleeping in or getting caught in traffic due to unfavourable weather
conditions). This is not a problem and in such situations we would certainly prefer that your child
arrives late, rather than being kept off school for the entire day. Any pupils arriving after 9.05am
should access the Front School Entrance where they will be able to gain access to school.

School has been monitoring individual pupil attendance for all our Primary 1 to Primary 7 Pupils
and the Principal will be making telephone contact with all those
Parent/Guardians who have child/children who have had attendance below 85%

for the period since the start of the 2024/2025 School Year to February 2024 Half Term. We have
copied below Department of Education Information about School
Percentage Attendance below: Every School Day Counts




@ EVERY SCRHOOL DAY COUNTS —

Every single day a child is absent from school equates to a
day of lost learming.

Adtendance percentages can be miskeading.

OO Aaresry deamee 0O Dayvs Missed Excaillent

95 %% Atkendance D Days of Absence Satsfachory
1 Weesk amd 4 Dawys of
Learning Missed
DO Areendarnce 19 Days of Absemnmoe
F Week=s and 4 Days
of Leamrming Missed
5% Adrberdarnce Z8 Days of Absemnoe
5 Weseks and I Days of
Lesarning Missed
B0%L Atkendance FE Day=s of Abhsemnce Unacceptal:be

T Weeks anvd I Days of
Learning Missed

FTEE9L Atkendance 456 Days of Abhsemoe Unacceptal:be

o Weeks and 1 Day of
Learning Missed

For some parents., 90% may s=aem like an acceptable lewvel of attendance.
but the reality is that 9@0%% attendance means that your child will miss halt a
school day each weesek or 19 days of school during the school year — that's
nearly 4 school weaskhos

School Staffing Update

From Monday 17% February 2025, Mrs Sloan will be the new Executive Officer in the school office.

New School Dinner Menu

Please turn over to see a copy of the new school dinner menu (Feb-June 2025).



EAT SMART WITH

Week beginning Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
17 February Homerade Bocd Bologness Baied Breaded Whnting Lunch Bunch Chicken Curry Cook's o:..un__%,._ aﬁ._.s..mw.mﬂ_n & Gavy Oven Baked Chicken Goujons
17 March P Sclamicc Qronclogpay: | /TO0E Brsogst . Sheiod Tk Pt Halal Chicken Curry . Quoen Quoen Fillets with Gravy Halal Goujons, Quoen Dippers
14 April Geeen Bears & Diced Carvols Cusry & Mini Naan Bread Dip of Choice
Sweek Seasonal Vegetshies
12 May Penne Pasta or Bady Pouloes wah Herbs ; cAeka e & o ; Raked Beats & Coleslaw
Chipped Potasces or Baked Jacket Potato Broccoli & Roasted Butternut Oven Baked Roast Potatocs & :
9 June Squash Mashed Peeatoes Chipped Potatocs or Baked Jacket Potaio
Yeed Lemon Sponge Finger Forest Frvits Flavoured with i . :
Mandarin Q-a”& RS o.cmnhuw-ra HoD Belgian Wal¥e with Frusg Artic Rofl with Summes Berry Seuce

Salad & Chocolse Sauce
Cheesecake with Strawberry Sauce

24 100:5 Golden Crembed Fish Fogen Homemade Beef Lasagee, Lonxch Bunch Chacken Curry Cook"s Roast Turkcy with Steffing & Gravy Cheesetwrger with Bap
24 March Hadd Fish Fingers , Quom Fah Firgers Beef , Hahal or Quom Bolograise Hatal Chiciken Curry , Quarn Curry :oz._nmﬂﬁ.‘ﬂumnw Hala! Bueger, Vepetatle Burpee
21 April & Mayo Dip Garlic Bread Mini Naan Bread with Burger Sauce
pr Seasoml Vegetables

19 May Garden Peas & Baked Beans Bason Caeroes & Brocoolt Sweeicom & Spaghetti Hoops Oven Baked Roast Potatoes & Mini Corn on the Cob & Colestaw
16 June Mashed Potato or Pasta Satsd Chipped Potato & Baby Potalo Salad Stcamed Pluffy Rice or Mashed Pocato Mashedd Polsaoes Chipped Potatoes or Baked Jacket Potrto

Homebaked Chocolate & Raspberry Assonied Yoghunt Pots Carame! Apple Crumble & Cestard loe Croam with Two Frains Homebaked Oaty Bocut with Fresh Fost

Browsie & Fresh Fruit Salad
3 March Oven Baked Cod Goujons H Yo Spaghetti Bolog: Lunch Butch Chicken Curry Ql..x:nﬂ %.ﬁ;ga & Gy Qrven Baked Chicken Nuggess
Halal o ravy
31 March z-!d..}gg Bolograise, Quom Bolognalse Haksl Oricken Corry , Quomn Cuery Quor Fillets with Geavy EEZ%W&:P—.«&:
Mw>g_ ith Mayo Dip B .nu.aaw Mirs Nean Bread Choice of Dips
26 May Garden Peas & Potato Salad Spaghetti & Pakey Baby Potsines Mini Cam on the Cob & Buttemut Squash | Fresh Selection of Vegetables in Scason Sweetoorn & Baked Bearn
23 June Chipped Potatoes or Bakind Jacket Potsto Hoes Jaen & Coconut § & Sicaeed Rico or Oven Roasted Cubed Polaoes Orven Raked Roest Potatnes & Mathed Prasoss | Chipped Potasoss e Baked Jacket Potao
Cuestard

Ice-Cream Shder & Orange Wedges Sumener Fruil Solsd & Yoghunt Sarmwherry felly & Shced Peas Shorttread & e o

10 March Baked Cod Bites Home-Baiked Margherita or Tex-Mex Lunch Bunch Chicken Cuery Cook's Roast Beef & Yorkshee Pudding Hot Dog
: la) I3 i Spicy Beef Pizza 2 . with Sndfing & Gravy Halal Nuggets, Vegetable Hotdogs
Q>u=.__ Hal ﬁ?gga —— ; o Hala! Chicken Curry . Quom Cuery Hala! Chickes and Grovy Widh Ketchup
5 May Wih Mayo Dip cgrtarian Margherita Pizza Mini Naan Beead Quom Fillets with Geavy
" Miai C the Cob & Haked Beans
2 June Muzhy Peas & Colesliw Busca Caccces & Broceck Sweeicom & Roasted B Squush | Fresh Selection of Vogetables in Scason Skiney “French Fres” o Baked Jocke
30 June Chipped Potssoes or Baked Jacket Potso | Oven Buked Paprika Wadges & Raby Potato Salad Steamed Flufly Rice & Pasta Sala Oven Baked Roust Potaoes & Mshed Poso
: Peraloes
Crocoluse Krisgie Square & Orange Cota Jely & Chopped Fruit Angel Caie & Conrand Chocolae Cookie & Milkshake

Wedges lee-Cream Skoed Peass & Carnmel Sauce

MILK. WATER. BREAD & FRESH IF YOU NEED ANY INFORMATION ON ALLERGENS, OR HAVE SPECIAL DIETARY MENU SUBJECT TO

mICZ)...S_r)m_ym DmOC_Dm stqw U_rm>mm204ﬂ<<OCEmnIOOr UDOUCO_
DALY AVAIL ARL



